EDUCATION BUREAU
CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM NO. 90/2026

From: Secretary for Education To: Supervisors and Heads of secondary
Ref: EDB 1125-2035-8060-9040-00025-0001- schools
© 5-2035-8060-9040-00025-000 (excluding English Schools
PO01 Foundation schools and international
Date: 4 June 2026 schools)

The Results Release Day of
the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination on 15 July 2026

Summary

This circular memorandum aims to introduce the information and support measures for
Secondary 6 (S6) students and related stakeholders provided by the Education Bureau (EDB) so as
to assist schools to prepare for the results release day of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education (HKDSE) Examination on 15 July 2026.

Details

2. To help S6 students continue with further studies and/ or work, schools are advised to
prepare for the results release and support their students continuously prior to and after the HKDSE
Examination results release day.

3. The EDB has updated the content of the “Designated Webpage for Secondary 6 Students”
website and its “Reminders for 2026 HKDSE Exam and Exam Results Release” infographics to
provide S6 students, parents and schools with the latest information on multiple pathways and
important details on support measures and counselling services. Moreover, S6 students and parents
can search for matching local programme information including degrees, sub-degrees, the Diploma
of Applied Education, etc. at the “e-Navigator” website in formulating appropriate plans for further
studies.

4. For details of preparation work for the results release day and the multiple [m] E|
pathways for S6 students, please refer to Annex. For the arrangements of the HKDSE
Examination results release, please refer to the latest announcement on the Hong Kong [u]
Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) website (www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/).

Enquiries
5. For enquiries, please contact Ms Ulrica CHOI of the Council and Secondary Section 2,
Curriculum Development Institute of the EDB on 2892 6460.

Ms Anita HO
for Secretary for Education
c.c. Heads of Sections


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/

Annex

Preparation for the 2026 HKDSE Examination Results Release Day and
Multiple Pathways for S6 Students

1. Preparation for the 2026 HKDSE Examination results release day

The EDB provides S6 students, parents and schools with support measures as below to facilitate
their early preparation for the results release day.

. “Designated Webpage for Secondary 6 Students”: S6 students and parents can
obtain the latest information on the examination results release day, local/ non-
local further studies, multiple pathways, counselling and support services, etc. [=]
at this one-stop website (www.edb.gov.hk/s6/en) and its “Reminders for 2026
HKDSE Exam and Exam Results Release” infographics.

=]

]

e “e-Navigator”: S6 students and parents can input their predicted
or actual HKDSE Examination results at this website
(https://enavigator.edb.hkedcity.net/main/index.php?lang=en) to  search

for matching local programme information including degrees, sub-degrees,
the Diploma of Applied Education, etc. to formulate appropriate plans for
further studies.

e  Parents’ Seminar on “Get Prepared for the HKDSE Examination Results
Release - the Latest Information on Multiple Pathways”": To provide updates
on multiple pathways to parents of S6 students, the EDB will organise this
online parents’ seminar (conducted in Cantonese only) on 10 June 2026.
Relevant presentation slides and video clips will be uploaded to the “One-stop
Portal on Articulation to Multiple Pathways « Transition to Senior Secondary

and Post-secondary Education” website (https://www.edb.gov.hk/amp/en) in
late June 2026 for reference.

o “Leaflet on Understanding Multiple Pathways at a Glance”: e-version
available at the “Concourse for Self-financing Post-secondary Education”
website  (https://www.cspe.edu.hk/en/Resources-CareerGuidance.html) to
provide S6 students with the latest information on career guidance and
multiple pathways for further studies.

Telephone enquiry services operated by the HKEAA, the Joint University Programmes
Admissions System (JUPAS) Office and other non-governmental organisations are available in
July 2026. For details, please refer to the “Counselling and Support Services” on the
“Designated Webpage for Secondary 6 Students” website.


http://www.edb.gov.hk/s6/en
https://enavigator.edb.hkedcity.net/main/index.php?lang=en
https://www.edb.gov.hk/amp/en
https://www.cspe.edu.hk/en/Resources-CareerGuidance.html

Schools are advised to provide their students and parents with advice and the latest
information on the support measures available through different channels prior to and after

the results release day in July.

2. Multiple pathways for S6 students in 2026

Item

Information

2.1 Articulation to local degree programmes

Admission
requirements for local
undergraduate
programmes

The general entrance requirements (GER) of University
Grants Committee-funded undergraduate programmes are
set at the Level of “332A” in the four core subjects in the
HKDSE Examination', plus Level 2 or 3 in two elective
subjects. In addition to the GER, institutions may also set
other admission requirements in consideration of the nature
and needs of specific programmes such as designated/
priority subjects, total number of elective subjects, required
results in specific subject(s). For details, please visit the
websites of respective institutions. Regarding .
details of the Joint University Programmes [=l E-I.
=]

Admissions System (JUPAS), please visit the
JUPAS website (www.jupas.edu.hk/en).

For non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students who have
fulfilled the specified circumstances?, all institutions will
continue to accept alternative Chinese qualifications
including those under Applied Learning Chinese (ApL(C))
(for NCS students), General Certificate of Education (GCE)
Examination, General Certificate of Secondary Education
(GCSE) Examination and International General Certificate
of Secondary Education (IGCSE) Examination.

I “332A” refers to Level 3 in Chinese Language and English Language, Level 2 in Mathematics and “Attained” in Citizenship and

Social Development.
2 The specified circumstances refer to:

(a) Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than 6 years while receiving primary and secondary education; or
(b) Students who have learned Chinese Language for 6 years or more in schools, but have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese
Language curriculum not normally applicable to the majority of students in local schools. For details, please visit the JUPAS website
(https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/application-procedures-information/application-information/alternative-qualifications-in-chinese-

language-acl/).



https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en
https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/application-procedures-information/application-information/alternative-qualifications-in-chinese-language-acl/
https://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/application-procedures-information/application-information/alternative-qualifications-in-chinese-language-acl/

® Besides, students may also pursue undergraduate

programmes offered by self-financing institutions. Their
entrance requirements include Level of “332A” in the four
core subjects in the HKDSE Examination!, plus Level 2 or 3
in at least one elective subject. Further details
are available at “Information Portal for
Accredited  Post-secondary  Programmes”
(1IPASS) (www.ipass.gov.hk).

2.2 Articulation to Chinese Mainland higher education institutions

Admission to Chinese
Mainland higher
education institutions

Students can continue to apply to Chinese Mainland higher
education institutions through the “Scheme for Admission of
Hong Kong Students to Mainland Higher Education
Institutions” (“Admission Scheme”) without needing to sit
the Joint Entrance Examination for Universities on the
Chinese Mainland. In the 2026/27 academic year, 165
Chinese Mainland higher education institutions participating
in the “Admission Scheme” will admit Hong Kong students
based on their HKDSE Examination results.

The minimum entrance requirement for participating
institutions under the “Admission Scheme” is “332A”!.
Institutions may also admit students nominated under the
School Principal Nomination Scheme according to the
relevant minimum entrance requirement, i.e. “Attained” in
Citizenship and Social Development and a total score of 8 or
above in the other three core subjects (Chinese Language,
English Language and Mathematics), with none of them
scores below Level 2.

The online application and confirmation process for the
“Admission Scheme” was completed last December and in
February this year respectively. Institutions are tentatively
scheduled to announce their admission results in late July
and conduct supplementary enrolment according to the
enrolment situation.



https://www.cspe.edu.hk/en/ipass/index.html

For the latest details and the relevant Guidelines / Handbook
(Chinese version only) regarding the “Admission Scheme”,
please refer to the EDB
(www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-
system/postsecondary/policy-doc/pilot-
scheme.html).

2.3 Articulation to local sub-degree programmes, Vocational Training Council (VTC)
programmes and appointment in the civil service

(a) | Articulation e There will be about 28 600 places available for admission to
arrangements & sub-degree programmes (including around 8 600 subsidised
curriculum Higher Diploma places to be offered by the VTC which are
design for covered below) for the 2026/27 academic year. Students
Associate may also pursue other further education programmes under
Degrees, the multiple entry and exit pathways which best suit their
Higher aspirations and abilities.

Diplomas and

VTC e The VTC will offer around 14 500 places in the 2026/27

programmes academic year, including Bachelor’s Degree, Higher Diploma,
Diploma of Foundation Studies, Diploma of Vocational
Education, and hospitality and culinary-related Diploma/
Certificate programmes.

e For details and latest information on the above oD

programmes, please refer to the “Concourse for I‘%E"—"i‘
Self-financing Post-secondary Education” website -:ﬂ‘lg"i,l
(www.cspe.edu.hk/en).

(b) | Diploma of e The Diploma of Applied Education Programme provides an
Applied alternative pathway for S6 school leavers as well as adult
Education learners aged 21 or above to obtain a formal qualification to

pursue employment and further study. Students can apply
for admission to the full-time programme for the .
2026/27 academic year through a web-based [=]: |.EI
application system at www.dae.edu.hk (Chinese (¥ ;%
version only) by 4 pm, 13 July 2026. The latest [0
details of the programme and application procedure are
available at the above application website (www.dae.edu.hk)
or the “Diploma of Applied Education Programme” website
of the EDB (www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu- 5
system/other-edu-training/vocational-other-edu-
program/diploma).



http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/postsecondary/policy-doc/pilot-scheme.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/postsecondary/policy-doc/pilot-scheme.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/postsecondary/policy-doc/pilot-scheme.html
http://www.cspe.edu.hk/en
https://www.dae.edu.hk/
https://www.dae.edu.hk/
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/other-edu-training/vocational-other-edu-program/diploma%20of%20applied%20education/index.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/other-edu-training/vocational-other-edu-program/diploma%20of%20applied%20education/index.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/other-edu-training/vocational-other-edu-program/diploma%20of%20applied%20education/index.html

(c) Apprenticeship
Training

S6 school leavers may consider joining apprenticeship
training as overseen by the Office of the Director of
Apprenticeship under the VTC to undergo 3 to 4 years of
structured training. While working, the apprentices will
be fully subsidised by their employers to pursue relevant
programmes of study through part-time day release. This
enables them to receive stable salary, training allowances and
recognised qualifications on one hand, and gain hands-on
workplace experience and progressively move towards
becoming professionals on the other hand. For El'- et
details, please refer to the programme website =
( https://apprenticeship.vtc.edu.hk/en).

Some employers may support their apprentices in joining the
VTC Earn and Learn Scheme (The Scheme). Apart from the
above benefits, eligible apprentices will also be provided with
additional financial subsidies up to the amount of g ;
HK$120,800. Details are available on the
Scheme website (www.vtc.edu.hk/earnlearn).

(d) Qualification
requirements
for civil service
appointments

The Government announced in September 2023 and
May 2025 respectively that the HKDSE Examination
results of “Attained” in the Citizenship and Social
Development (as from the 2024 HKDSE Examination) and
the specific examination grades / language proficiency levels
attained in Category C Other Languages (OL) examinations?
(as from the 2025 HKDSE Examination) are
accepted as meeting the entry requirements of
relevant civil service grades. For details, please
refer to the press release concerned
(https://www.csb.gov.hk/english/recruit/qual/2786.html).

For the arrangement of accepting results in the HKDSE
Examination as equivalent to the results in
the Common Recruitment Examination please

(www.csb.gov.hk/english/recruit/
cre/949.html).

3 Specific examination grades / language proficiency levels of HKDSE Category C OL subjects refer to -
- A2 or above (i.e. A2, B1, B2, C1 & C2 (highest)) in French / German / Spanish;
- N3 or above (i.e. N3, N2 & N1 (highest)) in Japanese; and



https://apprenticeship.vtc.edu.hk/en
https://www.vtc.edu.hk/earnlearn/html/en/
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202309/22/P2023092200313.htm?fontSize=1
https://www.csb.gov.hk/english/recruit/qual/2786.html
http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/recruit/cre/949.html
http://www.csb.gov.hk/english/recruit/cre/949.html

2.4 Arrangements for repeaters

Arrangements for
repeaters

The EDB reiterates that repeating S6 is not a desirable choice
as multiple pathways are provided for the secondary school
leavers.  However, schools are allowed to admit S6
students of their own or from other schools who wish to
repeat S6, should the repetition rate of the whole school
not exceed the 5% repeater quota.  Under normal
circumstances, schools should not allow too many students
to repeat at a certain level. A list of schools admitting S6
repeaters from other schools, subjects offered and

admission requirements will be released in mid- %ﬁqu
July at the Life Planning Information Website of EE{E_#
the EDB (lifeplanning.edb.gov.hk/en/) and the S
“Designated Webpage for Secondary 6 Students” website

(www.edb.gov.hk/s6/en).

3. Cheer Up Videos

To encourage S6 students to maintain a positive attitude towards the results release

cheer up videos which have been uploaded in batches to the “Cheer Up Zone”
on the “Designated Webpage for Secondary 6 Students” website

(https://s6.edb.edcity.hk/en/cheerup.php).

List of participating guests in the cheer up videos (as arranged in their order of

appearance in the videos):

“HKDSE Exam Cheer Up Video (1) — Together We Shine”

Mr WONG Hok-him
Miss LAM Ka-yan

Mr WANG Hai-bo

Chinese Chess Athlete of Hong Kong, China
Chinese Chess Athlete of Hong Kong, China

2025 HKDSE Exam Champion

Miss NSUBUGA Bethany Anison 2025 HKDSE Exam Candidate

Mr KWAN Chi-hang

Member of Curriculum Development Council

- Grade 3 or above (i.e. Grade 3, 4, 5 & 6 (highest)) in Korean.
- Concerning the acceptance arrangements for Urdu (from the 2026 HKDSE Examination), please refer to the press release to be issued

by the EDB in June 2026.



https://lifeplanning.edb.gov.hk/en/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/s6/en
https://s6.edb.edcity.hk/en/cheerup.php

“HKDSE Exam Cheer Up Video (2) — Study and Rest in Harmony”

Mr CHAN Pok-hin 2025 HKDSE Exam Champion

Mr FU Huan 2025 HKDSE Exam Candidate

Mr MOK Chun-lam Student of Post-secondary Institution

Miss CHAN Lok-sum 2025 HKDSE Exam Candidate

Mr LAM Hin-chung Honorary Secretary of Fencing Association of Hong
Kong, China

Dr CHEUNG Pui-shan Member of HKEAA Council

“HKDSE Exam Cheer Up Video (3) — Dream Ahead””

Professor LAU Chi-pang, BBS, JP Member of Curriculum Development Council
Mr MUI Man-hei Student of Post-secondary Institution

Miss CHOK Hoi-ching Student of Post-secondary Institution

Dr Yvonne WONG Vice Chairman of The Y.Elites Association

~ Videos to be launched in early July



