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Starting from the 2025 HKDSE, candidates will be required to take the stipulated language
examinations (French, German, Japanese, Korean, Spanish) administered in Hong Kong by the official EEAR K #1 R WEI Xiangdong \ar?
. 3 ) .. 3 3 R Certificate No. = 21000001 # ¥ % Secretary General
cultural organisations which are the official providers of the language examinations concerned.

Candidates’ results that meet the stipulated proficiency level will be included in the HKDSE Category C
results.
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International Recognition of HKDSE

140

Institutions in Taiwan
accept applications
from students with the
HKDSE qualification

132

Mainland higher
education institutions
directly admit
HKDSE holders

over 600

Overseas institutions
have recognised
the HKDSE

-
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/recognition/ /‘))"::-,:

Y / 4


https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/recognition/

The Reporting System - Category A Subjects

Candidates’ performance in Category A subjects is reported in five levels

Lavel 5 is the highest level. Candidates with the best performance in level
3 will be awarded 3™, the next top level 5 candidates will be awarded 5°

Standards-referenced Reporting system s
adopted

4 Candidates' levels are reported with reference
3 to a set of explicit and fixed standards of

performance

Descriptors and exemplars are provided to
indicate standards required for each level
Facilitate tertiary institutions and employers to
Candidates who are not able to attain level 1 will be labeled as . . .
Unclassified set appropriate entrance/ job requirements

45,
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The Reporting System - Category B Subjmects

Except for ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students), three levels of performance are reported

Level 4
or above

including:

Attained with Distinction (Il) —
Attained with Distinction (l) —
—(

FII
for admission to sub-degree programmes and relevant civil service appointment /L))m
ﬂltﬁlﬂ
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New Arrangements for Category C (Other Languages) Subjects for
the 2025 HKDSE and Beyond

@

Japanese

N\
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New Arrangements

e Candidates are to take the stipulated official language examinations

* Candidates will have to enroll directly with the administrators of the
stipulated language examinations and opt for the respective Category C
subject during HKDSE registration

e Candidates’ results obtained in these examinations at the stipulated
proficiency level or above will be included in the HKDSE Category C results

e Candidates may take the language examinations more than once within the
two years preceding the HKDSE they sit (for example, for the 2025 HKDSE,
candidates may take the language examinations in 2023 and 2024, and should
complete the examinations by the end of 2024)
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Highlights of the Examinations
Rolovntinfo | Japanese | French | Spomish | Geman | oremn___

Stipulated Japanese-Language (i) Dipldme d’Etudes Diplomas de Espafiol Goethe-Zertifikat Test of Proficiency in
Language Exam Proficiency Test (JLPT) de Langue como Lengua Korean
Francaise (DELF) Extranjera (TOPIK)
(DELE)
(ii) Dipléome

Approfondi de
Langue Francgaise

(DALF)
SEN I IFAE Japan Foundation Alliance Francaise de Instituto Cervantes Goethe-Institut National Institute for
administrator in Hong Kong (Shanghai) Hong Kong International
HK Education (NIIED),
(Exam administrator: (Exam administrators: Republic of Korea
Society of Japanese University of
Language Education, Wollongong College (Exam administrator:
Hong Kong) Hong Kong, Spanish Korean International
World HK) School, Hong Kong)
Issuing Japan Foundation French Ministry of Instituto Cervantes, = Goethe-Institut National Institute for
organisation Education founded by Spanish International
Govt Education (NIIED) A"’;
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Level of exams
levels are offered:

N1, N2, N3, N4, N5
(N1 is the highest; N5 is the
lowest)

Language proficiency f\PAeld:]le)Y/<
level required for

university entry in

respective country

(ELLERCR Gl N3 or above
level(s) to be
reported under the

HKDSE

Y

Framework of Reference for
Languages

Exams at different proficiency Exams at different proficiency Exams at different proficiency

levels are offered:

DELF: A1, A2, B1, B2

DALF: C1, C2

(C2 is the highest; Al is the
lowest)

B2 or above

A2 or above

Framework of Reference for
Languages

levels are offered:

Al, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2

(C2 is the highest; Al is the
lowest)

B2 or above

A2 or above

Highlights of the Examinations

Exams at different proficiency Based on Common European Based on Common European Based on Common European

Framework of Reference for
Languages

levels are offered:

Al, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2

(C2 is the highest; Al is the
lowest)

B2 or above
(German programs)

A1-A2
(programs taught in English)

A2 or above

TOPIK I:
Grade 1to 2

TOPIK II:
Grade 3to 6

(Grade 6 is the highest:
Grade 1 is the lowest)

Grade 3
(university entrance for
foreign students)

Grade 2

(entrance to some vocational
institutes for foreign
students)

Grade 3 or above



Exam paper/
component

Reporting of results

Exam Schedule
(TBC by exam
provider)

Schedule for Release
of Exam Results

Relevant Website

Highlights of the Examinations
e Reeantinio 1 apanese ] R B e arean

Language Knowledge Reading, Writing, Listening, Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking Reading, Writing, Reading, Writing, Listening
(Vocabulary, Grammar) Speaking Listening, Speaking

Reading, Listening

A passing score is set for each proficiency level. For those who pass the exam will be awarded the qualification of the Results will be reported based on
respective proficiency level. the total scores obtained by

candidates. Scores lower than
the requirement for Grade 3
(TOPIK 11) will be reported as ‘Fail’

Jul, Dec Mar/Apr, Nov May, Nov Apr to Jun Apr, Jul, Oct
(flexible, A2 to B2 exam
throughout the year)
(online/ hardcopy) March/April exam: May exam: Apr to Jul April exam: May
July exam: April/May August
August/September July exam: August
November exam: November exam: February (14 days after the exam
December exam: Nov/Dec date depending on October exam: Nov
January/March (about 3 months after the exam) candidature)
(3 weeks after the exam) (about 1 month after the exam)
WWW.japanese- www.afhongkong.org/en www.uowchk.edu.hk/study-at- www.goethe.de/ins/cn/ www.topik-
edu.org.hk/jp/jlpt/en/ [exams/ uowchk/find-programmes/international- en/sta/hon/prf.html hk.org/eng/index.asp
news.html language-proficiency-tests/diplomas-de-

espaol-como-lengua-extranjera-dele/

Y


http://www.japanese-edu.org.hk/jp/jlpt/en/news.html
http://www.afhongkong.org/en/exams/
http://www.uowchk.edu.hk/study-at-uowchk/find-programmes/international-language-proficiency-tests/diplomas-de-espaol-como-lengua-extranjera-dele/
http://www.goethe.de/ins/cn/en/sta/hon/prf.html
http://www.topik-hk.org/eng/index.asp
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Examination and Registration Arrangements for Category C
(Other Languages) Subjects for the 2025 HKDSE and Beyond
(Reference)

2025 HKDSE

Enroll directly with the administrators of the Opt for the respective
stipulated language examinations Category C subject during
(Please check with the official cultural HKDSE registration
organisations for the registration details)  (Including all Cat A, Bor C
elective subjects)

Examination Period Examination Period Registration in 2024

for 2023 for 2024

Japanese Jul, Dec

French Mar/Apr, Nov

Spanish May, Nov Sept

German Apr —Jun (Flexible Arrangement)

Korean Apr, Jul, Oct

FII
For details, please visit the HKEAA website: Am =

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category c_subjects/ e S



Category B: Applied Learning Chinese for NCS Students

Subjects (teaching starts in the second term of S4)

Practical Chinese (HKCT)

Chinese in Practical Context (HKBU SCE)

Chinese in Business Service (PolyU SPEED)

Remarks:

ApL C (for NCS students) have been offered since the 2017 HKDSE. Two levels of results, ‘Attained’ and ‘Attained with

Distinction’, are used. UGC-funded universities and most post-secondary institutions accept ApLC (for NCS students) as an

alternative qualification in Chinese Language for the admission of NCS students with ‘Attained’ as the minimum grade g
required.Attained and ‘Attained with Distinction’ are accepted by the Civil Service Bureau as meeting the Chinese language 4)»%
proficiency requirements of relevant civil service ranks. =
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Category A — Public Examination

Written Exam
Short / data-based / structured questions Essays

*Listening and Speaking Tests

Starting from the 2024 HKDSE, applicable to English Language subject only

Details are specified in the HKDSE Assessment Frameworks of each year’s examination.

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/assessment_framework/

43
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https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/assessment_framework/

Optimising Proposal for the Four Senior Secondary Core Subjects
(Starting from 2024 HKDSE)

Generate synergy, release lesson time and enhance
curriculum flexibility for creating space for students

Release space to varying degrees in order to cater for

students’ diverse learning and development needs

Y / 4



Measures to Optimise the Four Senior Secondary Core Subjects (Starting from 2024 HKDSE)

Chinese Language

Weighting of Written Examinations Weighting of SBA

85% 15%
* Paper 1 (Reading) (40%)
* Paper 2 (Writing) (45%)

English Language

85% 15%
* Paper 1 (Reading) (20%)

e Paper 2 (Writing) (25%)

* Paper 3 (Listening & Integrated Skills) (30%)

* Paper 4 (Speaking) (10%)

Mathematics
Compulsory Part

100% No SBA required
* Paper 1 (Conventional questions) (65%)
e Paper 2 (Multiple-choice questions) (35%)

A good mastery of Foundation Topics of the Compulsory Part is sufficient
for candidates who perform well in the HKDSE Examination Mathematics
Compulsory Part to attain up to Level 4 in the Examination

Citizenship and Social 100% No IES required
Development * Results reported will be either ‘Attained’ or ‘Unattained’ :_;1"-1.
Details are specified in the HKDSE Assessment Frameworks https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/assessment _framework/ iy

Y / 4
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https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/assessment_framework/

Category A: School-based Assessment (SBA)

* SBA scores awarded will count towards students' public assessment results
* Assessments administered in schools and marked by the students' own teachers

Advantages

Helps students
understand their
strengths and
weaknesses through
quality feedback from
teachers

Emphasises the
assessment of a wide
range of abilities and
offers a comprehensive
appraisal of students'
performance

Reduces dependence
on the results of
public examinations
and boosts students'
confidence and
motivation to learn

45,
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How will fairness be ensured in SBA?

Provide detailed
guidelines, assessment
criteria, exemplars and
professional development
training to help teachers
become familiar with the
SBA

Review samples of
students’ work and
assessment records,
provide feedback to
schools

Moderate SBA marks
submitted by different
schools to iron out
possible differences
among schools in
marking standards

Candidates may be
liable to disqualification
from the subject
concerned or the
whole of the exam, or
suffer a mark or grade
penalty for proven
plagiarism

Majority of the
assessments are

conducted under
close supervision
of teachers

g
EnE

HKEAR
ﬂ“mﬂ
—
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HKDSE Category A Subjects: SBA

12 Subjects with an SBA Component

Chinese Language Chinese Literature English Language Literature in

English

Information & ) .

Health Management . . Technology Design & Applied

) Communication .
and Social Care and Living Technology
Technology
Biology Physics Chemistry Visual Arts
[ |
e
For details, please visit the HKEAA website: https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/sba/introduction/ A)m

"IE"HIU
—
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Quality Assurance Framework
for the HKDSE

HKDSE Recognition

Post-examination review
mechanisms

Development of
examination papers

Continuous

P External vetting of examination
papers & scripts

P Post-examination review

» Internal audit & risk monitoring

» Examination Paper Quality Audit
(EPQA)

P Internal post-mortem meetings

Improvement

P Examination paper
development mechanism

P Confidentiality &

security measures

Conduct of examinations

Processing & reporting of

results

»SBA

» Marking process

P Standards setting & the
grading mechanism

» Quality check of examination
data

» Examination results & results-
related queries handling

» Feedback services

P Examination regulations

» Public Examinations Information Centre

» Public Examinations Communication &
Support System

P Attendance & Script Tracking System

» Oral Recording System

P On-site checking & audits

P Examination logistics & security
measures

P Provision of special examination
arrangements for candidates with
special needs

P Irregularity and complaint

handling

Compliance &

Safeguarding of

Quality of Delivery

Standards

45,
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Onscreen Marking (OSM)

Data
Availability



Quality Assurance of OSM
Paper-based Marking

Training, qualifying, control,

Trainin Sample scripts :
& P P reference & sample scripts

1st, 2nd & real-time

Checkmarking 1st & 2nd checkmarking checkmarking

Available after completion of

Marking Statistics . Real-time
marking
O ET T After complet.|0n of Real-time
checkmarking
Demote from
v \~
Marking Retraining il )-:u




HKDSE Question Papers & HKDSE Examination Report

2022 HKDSE Question Papers

Provides a comprehensive report on 24 Category A subjects

Including question papers, marking schemes, and examiners’ comments
and suggestions on candidates’ performance

HKDSE Examination Report published in December 2022

Provides information on the overview of the HKDSE Examination and
examination statistics for reference of stakeholders

Available on the HKEAA website

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/exam_reports/
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https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/exam_reports/

Exemplars of Candidates’ Work

Authentic samples of candidates’ performances
at different levels are available online at

Category A subjects:
Category A Subjects: http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessme
English Language Paper 2 — nt/subject_information/
Level 5 exemplar 1 2022 Samples of Candidates' Performance Category B subjects:

Part A http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessme
' nt/subject_information/category_b_subjects/

About Hong Kong Adventure Farm (Write about 50 words.) .
T Hong  Korg Ahedue Farm s [opated ED
'kuj. E‘s--i;jvlfﬁkw(J in_ 209, e Aaoma  has  bough
fon gk Joy b over a milbon viss  over the
T (0 vears . We hae a - Plann v [w
s oysttn wich bimas yukcmiaioce gnd consfirl
when ovellng - LERAT atbrackins, We ke A o
staditg 1o b include  Mam Slado. , Wideil|  Saion,
Lo Sele. i 2l Brmers’ Mocket, Satn, Tust doke
& oot conchs Bun Su oy g vl ok
- 1,:['39"""*?' Sfats,.

| Category B Subjects: Interior Design —
2022 Samples of Student Performance
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http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects/

Thank you
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