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Music subject
[applicable to the 2029 HKDSE Examination

and onwards]

Arts Education Section

Curriculum Development Institute

Education Bureau

(1) School network programme

(2) Offering Music elective within the school OR

(3) Arts and Technology Education Centre (ATEC)
• Submission of application forms via 

students’ own school

• Attend the Music Aptitude Test

(Entrance assessment)

Mode of study for Music elective



2

Higher Education Options and Career Prospects
 Students taking Music elective at the senior secondary level will be of great 

benefit to their future studies in music at tertiary institutions. Examples of 

tertiary institutions offering music-related bachelor’s programmes include:

 Also, the study of Music at the senior secondary level connects well with other subjects. 

For instance:

Learning Areas/ Subjects Further development

Visual Arts, Design and Applied Technology,

and 

the Applied Learning (ApL) courses related to the arts

• Multi-media and web page production

• Advertisement and theatre production

• Television and film production

• Broadcasting and record production

Language subjects

• Arts management

• Script writing

• Critiquing and mass media related to the arts

Biology, Health Management and Social Care • Music therapy

Physics • Sound engineering as well as architectural acoustics design

• The University of Hong Kong • The Education University of Hong Kong

• The Chinese University of Hong Kong • The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

• Hong Kong Baptist University

Curriculum Framework

Proper 

Values and 

Attitudes

12 priority values and attitudes: 

“Perseverance”, “Respect for Others”, 

“Responsibility’, “National Identity”, 

“Commitment”, “Integrity”, 

“Benevolence”, “Law-abidingness”, 

“Empathy”, “Diligence”, 

“Unity” and “Filial Piety”

Four Learning Targets
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Curriculum Framework

Modules Requirements

Module 1:

Listening

Listen to and study musical works from the periods and 

genres/styles listed in Areas of Study (AoS) 1 to 4.

AoS1: Music in the Western Classical Tradition

AoS2: Chinese Instrumental Music 

AoS3: Cantonese Operatic Music

AoS4: Local and Western Popular Music

Module 2:

Performing

Part A: Ensemble Performance

• Sing or play two or more vocal or instrumental ensemble 

pieces in contrasting styles in an ensemble performance; and

take part in an oral presentation to explain their understanding 

and interpretation of the music performed

Part B: Solo Performance

• Sing or play two or more solo pieces in contrasting styles in a 

performance; and take part in a viva voce to explain their 

understanding and interpretation of the music performed OR

• Submit a recognised qualification for exemption

Module 3:

Creating

Create two compositions of different styles based on two out of 

five composition briefs, and present a reflective report to record 

and display the creating process of each composition

3 set works

Achieving the Four Learning Targets through 

Listening, Performing and Creating 

Assessment Mode
 Public Assessment

Compulsory 

Part
Content Duration Weighting

Listening

Public written examination

Part A：Music in the Western Classical Tradition

Part B：Chinese Instrumental Music, 

Cantonese Operatic Music, 

Local and Western Popular Music

Part A: 

about 90 minutes

Part B:

about 90 minutes

50%

Performing

External assessment

Part A: Ensemble Performance (Practical examination) 

Part B: Solo Performance (Practical examination)

OR other recognised qualifications

Part A: 

about 15 minutes

Part B:

about 20 minutes

30%

Creating External assessment (Portfolio) N.A. 20%
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Curriculum Aims

 develop creativity and nurture aesthetic sensitivity;

 further develop their musical competence; 

 construct knowledge and understanding of diverse music cultures; 

 develop critical responses to music, and communicate effectively through music; 

 build a foundation for pursuing further studies in music and 

preparing for careers in music and related areas; and 

 cultivate a lifelong interest in music and develop proper values and attitudes 

towards music.

Examples for Learning and

Teaching Resources

• References / Resources about the Four Areas of Study

• Cantonese Operatic Music Learning and Teaching 

resources （粵劇音樂教學資源）

✓ 粵劇合士上

✓ 粵劇合士上—梆黃篇

✓ Pinyin table for Cantonese Operatic Music

• Learning and Teaching resources for the Set Works

• Learning and Teaching resources of Popular Music

• Reading Materials

• Websites for references

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/resources/mus-curri/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/resources/mus-curri/index.html
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Reference
 Music Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 - 6) (with updates in September 2024) 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/curriculum-

docs/mus_c_and_a_e_2024.pdf

 For enquiries, please contact respective subject teacher(s) or class teacher(s)

at school  

Student Activities

By participating in various arts learning activities, such as attending concerts and engaging in music creating,

students can effectively enhance their abilities in music appreciation and creating. To support schools in

implementing related curriculum, the Education Bureau organises various arts learning activities, such as:

To learn more about arts learning activities, please visit the Arts Education Section webpage:

Thank you

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/curriculum-docs/mus_c_and_a_e_2024.pdf

